Microbiological Standards for Cheese: Survey and Viewpoint of the Canadian Health Protection Branch.
The Health Protection Branch, Health and Welfare Canada is considering proposals for microbiological standards for cheese. These proposals are based on a 2-year study (1974-1976) carried out by the Branch. The proposed standards per gram are: total coliforms m = 500, M = 1500, fecal coliforms m = 100, M = 500, and Staphylococcus aureus m = 100, M = 1000, for cheeses made from pasteurized milk; total coliforms m = 5000, M = 50,000, fecal coliforms m = 500, M = 1000, and S. aureus m = 1,000, M = 10,000 for cheeses made from heat treated or unpasteurized milk. The type of standard proposed will be based on a three-class acceptance plan as developed by the International Commission on Microbiological Specifications for Foods. Use of this plan in interpretation of the analytical results allows for the normal variation between analytical samples.